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Robert Kelly

Robert Kelly, Asher B. Edelman Professor of Literature and Co-Director of the Writing Program 
in Fiction and Poetry at Bard College, has published more than fifty poetry titles, including Kill 
the Messenger Who Brings Bad News (1980), which received the Los Angeles Times First Annual 
Book Award, Red Actions: Selected Poems 1960-1993 (1995), Lapis (2005), and May Day (2007). 
Co-founder of Chelsea Review, Trobar, and editor of Matter, Kelly was co-editor with Paris Leary 
of the influential anthology A Controversy of Poets (1965).  He has written a collection of essays 
and manifestoes, In Time (1972), and several volumes of short fiction. His poems and stories have 
been translated into Spanish, Portuguese, French, Italian, German, and Serbian. Robert Kelly has 
received an Award for Distinction from the National Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters and 
a fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts.    


