The Wolfe Institute

The Ethyle R. Wolfe Institute for the Humanities,
in cooperation with The Undergraduate Dean’s Office,
presents

Mendelsohn Ambassadorial Lecture Series

Trans-Atlantic Relations at
the Beginning of the 21st Century

A Central European Point of View

Martin Palous has served as the Permanent Representative and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Czech Republic to the United Nations since July 1, 2006. Mr. Palous has held a number of teaching posi-
tions at Charles University in Prague and has lectured extensively in the United States. Until 1998, he was also
active in various non-governmental organizations including the Czech Helsinki Committee and the Helsinki
Citizens Assembly. Mr. Palous was one of the first signatories of Charter 77 and served as spokesman for this
dissident human rights group in 1986. A founding member of the Civic Forum, he was elected to the Federal
Assembly in 1990 and became a member of its Foreign Affairs Committee. Mr. Palous joined the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Czechoslovakia in July 1990 and was Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs from October 1990
to October 1992. Between October 1998 and September 2001 he held the position of Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Czech Republic. Between September 2002 and November 2005 he was posted in Washington as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Czech Republic to the United States. Mr. Palous is the
author of numerous publications including the Czech Republic chapter “Totalitarianism and Authoritarianism” in
the European Commission’s publication, Democratization in Central and Eastern Europe.
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