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Abby Scher, professor of sociology, is former editorial director of Political Research Associates, a 
think tank that tracks the US Right and she covers the right and economic justice issues for a range 
of national media outlets. Her doctoral dissertation on women’s movements during McCarthyism 
won the New School’s Edith Henry Johnson Memorial Dissertation Award. The Ford Foundation 
recognized her with its Leadership for a Changing World Award for her organizing work with New 
York’s immigrant and independent press. 

During this talk, Scher will focus on how the Tea Party is being shaped by longstanding efforts of 
free market and social conservatives to make ideology together. Libertarians might want to own the 
tea party as a non-religious, tax and government protesting movement, but many of those attracted 
to it have been introduced to anti-government ideology through right-wing Christian thinking.
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