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Alessandra Di Maio is the endowed chair of women’s studies at Brooklyn College. She obtained a 
Ph.D. in comparative literature from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and an Italian doctorate 
in literary and social sciences from the Universities of Pavia and Bari. She has taught in several academic 
institutions in the U.S. and is tenured at the University of Palermo, Italy. A postcolonial scholar and a 
feminist, her area of specialization includes black, diasporic, and migratory studies, with a particular 
attention to the formation of transnational cultural identities. She is currently working on a manuscript on 
African Italian women writers. She has been the recipient of a Fulbright fellowship, a Mellon 
postdoctoral fellowship, and a MacArthur research and writing grant. Among her publications are the 
volumes Tutuola at the University: The Italian Voice of a Yoruba Ancestor (2000), the collection An 
African Renaissance (2006), Wor(l)ds in Progress: A Study of Contemporary Migrant Writings (2008), 
and Dedica a Wole Soyinka (2012). She has translated several authors into Italian, including Nobel 
laureate Wole Soyinka. 
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