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Alex Vitale is associate professor of sociology at Brooklyn College and author of City of 
Disorder: How the Quality of Life Campaign Transformed New York Politics (NYU Press, 2008). 
He is senior advisor to the Police Reform Organizing Project and serves on the New York State 
Advisory Committee to the US Civil Rights Commission. He is an elected official of the faculty 
union, the Professional Staff Congress-CUNY.

Lawrence Johnson, assistant professor of sociology, has been teaching at Brooklyn College 
since the fall semester of 2012. His research interests include social inequality and colorblind 
ideology. He completed his doctoral work at Virginia Tech in 2012. His most recent publication, 
“Race and Politics in the Colorblind Era” (Sociology Compass, 2014), reviews the emergence of 
Black elected officials and how they address issues of inequality. His current research examines 
political rhetoric and the American dream.

From Staten Island to Ferguson: 
The Crisis of Police Legitimacy in 

(Post) Racial America 
 


