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Elliott Abrams is senior fellow for Middle Eastern Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations 
(CFR) in Washington, D.C. He served as deputy assistant to the president and deputy national security 
adviser in the administration of President George W. Bush, where he supervised U.S. policy in the Middle 
East for the White House.
Mr. Abrams was educated at Harvard College, the London School of Economics, and Harvard Law School. 
After serving on the staffs of Sen. Henry M. Jackson and Daniel P. Moynihan, he was an assistant secretary 
of state in the Reagan administration and received the secretary of state’s Distinguished Service Award 
from Secretary George P. Shultz.
Mr. Abrams joined the Bush administration in June 2001 as special assistant to the president and senior 
director of the NSC for democracy, human rights, and international organizations. From December 2002 to 
February 2005, he served as special assistant to the president and senior director of the National Security 
Council for Near East and North African affairs. He served as deputy assistant to the president and deputy 
national security adviser for global democracy strategy from February 2005 to January 2009, and in that 
capacity supervised both the Near East and North African Affairs directorates, as well as the directorates 
in democracy, human rights, and international organizations at the NSC.
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