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Enormous Smallness:
A Story of E.E. Cummings

Matthew Burgess is a doctoral lecturer at Brooklyn College and a poet-in-residence in NYC elementary 
schools through Teachers & Writers Collaborative. He was awarded a grant from The Fund for Poetry in 2013, and his 
debut collection of poems, Slippers for Elsewhere, was published in 2014 by UpSet Press. Burgess received a B.A. 
in English at the University of Virginia, an M.F.A. in Poetry from Brooklyn College, and last June, he completed his 
doctorate at the CUNY Graduate Center. His dissertation, titled “The Vastness of Small Spaces: Self-Portraits of the 
Artist as a Child Enclosed,” explores childhood space in the autobiographical works of Virginia Woolf, Denton Welch, 
Anne Sexton, Frank O’Hara, Alison Bechdel, and others. His first children’s book, Enormous Smallness: A Story of 
E. E. Cummings, is published by Enchanted Lion Books.
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