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Nicole R. Fleetwood is associate professor in the Department of American Studies at Rutgers 
University. She researches and teaches in the areas of visual culture and media studies, black cultural 
studies, gender theory, and culture and technology studies. Her book Troubling Vision: Performance, 
Visuality, and Blackness (University of Chicago Press, 2011) is the recipient of the 2012 Lora Romero First 
Book Publication Prize of the American Studies Association. Her work reveals and reconfigures the 
mechanics, codes, and metaphors of blackness in visual culture. She examines a range of practices from the 
documentary photography of Charles “Teenie” Harris to the “excess flesh” performances of black female 
artists and pop stars to the media art of Fatimah Tuggar to the iconicity of Michael Jackson. Fleetwood 
reveals and reconfigures the mechanics, codes, and metaphors of blackness in visual culture.
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