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Rachel Adams is professor of English and comparative literature at Columbia University, where 
she is also the director of “The Future of Disability Studies” project. She specializes in 19th- and 
20th-century American literature, theories of race, gender, and sexuality, medical humanities, and 
disability studies. Her most recent book is Continental Divides: Remapping the Cultures of North 
America (University of Chicago Press, 2009). She is also the author of Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks 
and the American Cultural Imagination (University of Chicago Press, 2001). Her book, Aiming 
High Enough: A Memoir of Motherhood, Disability, and Discovery, will be published by Yale 
University Press in Fall 2013.


