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Victoria Cruz is a LGBTQ rights activist and a retired counselor for survivors of all forms of violence, with a focus on 
violence within relationships. Victoria is a trailblazer, fearless advocate for her community and a mentor and model for many 
trans and gender non-conforming people in New York City and across the globe.  A contemporary of activists Marsha P. Johnson 
and Sylvia Rivera, she is featured in the 2017 documentary The Death and Life of Marsha P. Johnson. She is a veteran of the 
Stonewall Riots that launched the modern LGBTQ civil rights movement. 

María R. Scharrón-del Río is Interim Associate Dean of the School of Education & Professor of the School 
Counseling Graduate Program. A predoctoral Ford Foundation and APA’s Minority Fellowship Program (MFP) fellow, they 
received their Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the University of Puerto Rico. After their clinical internship at the Harvard 
Medical School, they worked as an assistant child psychologist at the Washington Heights Family Health Center, a primary-care 
clinic that serves a predominantly Latinx immigrant community in NYC. 
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